
Comments for Planning Application 22/00576/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 22/00576/FUL

Address: Ravelaw Farm Duns Scottish Borders

Proposal: Erection of agricultural building (retrospective)

Case Officer: Cameron Kirk

 

Customer Details

Name: Mrs Fiona Grafton

Address: 2 Ravelaw Farm Cottages, Duns, Scottish Borders TD11 3NQ

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer made comments neither objecting to or supporting the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:When I moved here I accepted the situation with the animal noise and smell that comes

with living next to a farm and I trust the farm operators are employing all procedures to contain the

resultant odours as required by legislation. So as I say, this is probably something I have to accept

and live with. However I do believe the retrospective nature of this application has provided a fait

accompli. So I suppose "we are where we are" and I wish to amend my earlier comment from

objection to neutral status.

I appreciate the hard work involved and the challenges faced by the pig rearing industry in the last

few years.

I would just add that I am hoping that the increase and proximity of livestock occupancy does not

bring with it an increase in intensity of foul odours or increase in the number or duration of those

spells that currently exist.



Application Summary 

Application Number: 22/00576/FUL 

Address:  Ravelaw Farm Duns Scottish Borders 

Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building (retrospective) 

Case Officer:  Cameron Kirk 

Customer Details  

Name:    John Dow 

Address: 3 Ravelaw Farm Cottage 

Date:  6th June, 2022 

 

Changing Status to Neutral      

Since the residents started talking to the Environmental Health, Scottish Borders Council have 

clarified that planning permission was granted 2011 which enabled Ravelaw Farm to keep pigs in the 

large building closest to the Ravelaw hamlet of 8 properties (less than 100mts from their homes).  

This has caused many nuisances here with residents over the years.  This is not the fault of 

Environmental Health, but it should never have happened and the Ravelaw residents should have 

been able to assume that there would be no pig operations permitted within 400mts of their homes.  

This, however, is a fact we have to live with. 

Since the back end of 2021, there have been unacceptable nuisance impacts from the farm relating 

to the increased numbers of pigs on the farm which are a consequence of the post Brexit impact on 

pig slaughter and processing.   This, combined with planning application 22/00576/FUL and the farm 

also applying for an Environmental Permit to increase pig numbers beyond the current 2000 gave 

rise to a great deal of concern that the farm intended to significantly upscale operations which 

would have been massively detrimental.  As a consequence, the residents have submitted a series of 

strong objections.  Subsequently, the residents and Ravelaw Farm have engaged in a positive 

dialogue to discuss concerns which primarily revolve around increasing pig numbers and the impact 

this will/has had.  Following these discussions, a cordial agreement has been reached between 

Ravelaw Farm and Ravelaw Residents and summarised in a “Memorandum of Understanding: 

Ravelaw Farm & Ravelaw Residents, Version 2, 30 May 2022” which has been signed by all parties 

concerned.  In essence, this agreement says: 

• Ravelaw Farm will withdraw it’s SEPA application to increase pig numbers and will not in 

future keep more than 2000 pigs within the current Farm Steading footprint. 

• Communication between the Farm and Residents will be improved allowing a flow of 

information both ways.  Ravelaw Farm will endeavour to give advanced warning of activities 

which may impact their amenity.  The residents have undertaken to raise concerns or issues 

directly with the farm in the first instance, giving the farm opportunity to correct the 

situation before escalating to SBC Environmental Health or SEPA. 

• Ravelaw Farm will take all reasonable steps to minimise nuisance and have agreed a range of 

specific operational parameters to this end. 



• Assuming this Planning Application is approved, that the 2000 pigs would be distributed 

across all available sheds and, specifically, the number of pigs kept in the shed closest to the 

Ravelaw Residents would be minimised in order to minimise potential nuisance. 

Given the farm has now returned pig numbers to normal levels and has agreed not to increase 

overall pig numbers in the future, it would seem to be a clearly sensible move to distribute the 

existing pigs around more buildings which will reduce the stocking density.  This will reduce the 

number of pigs in the nearest shed to our properties which will in turn reduce noise and smell and 

generally improve our amenity.  To enable this to happen requires that the farm is able to change 

the use of the building as per Planning Application 22/00576/FUL.  Accordingly, I would like to 

withdraw my previous objection and adopt a neutral stance towards this planning application.  

Should planning consent be approved I would hope that a condition could be incorporated stating 

that the number of pigs housed within the farm steading footprint would never exceed 2000. 

 

I would like to acknowledge that all the residents are extremely grateful for the effort and support 

so far from SBC Environmental Health and wish to advise that the above agreement was made 

without their knowledge at around the time of their consultation response being submitted.  Their 

assessment is accurate but the landscape has changed somewhat with the pig numbers returning to 

sub 2000 and the farm’s undertaking to withdraw the Environmental Permit application and keep 

numbers below the permitting requirement.  I will continue to cooperate with Environmental Health 

during their continued investigation. 



Application Summary 

Application Number: 22/00576/FUL 

Address:  Ravelaw Farm Duns Scottish Borders 

Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building (retrospective) 

Case Officer:  Cameron Kirk 

Customer Details  

Name:  Andrew Brown 

Address:  Leet View, Ravelaw, TD11 3NQ 

Date:  06/06/2022 

 

Changing Status to Neutral 

Since the residents started talking to the Environmental Health, Scottish Borders Council have 

clarified that planning permission was granted 2011 which enabled Ravelaw Farm to keep pigs in the 

large building closest to the Ravelaw hamlet of 8 properties (less than 100mts from their homes).  

This has caused many nuisances here with residents over the years.  This is not the fault of 

Environmental Health, but it should never have happened and the Ravelaw residents should have 

been able to assume that there would be no pig operations permitted within 400mts of their homes.  

This, however, is a fact we have to live with. 

Since the back end of 2021, there have been unacceptable nuisance impacts from the farm relating 

to the increased numbers of pigs on the farm which are a consequence of the post Brexit impact on 

pig slaughter and processing.   This, combined with planning application 22/00576/FUL and the farm 

also applying for an Environmental Permit to increase pig numbers beyond the current 2000 gave 

rise to a great deal of concern that the farm intended to significantly upscale operations which 

would have been massively detrimental.  As a consequence, the residents have submitted a series of 

strong objections.  Subsequently, the residents and Ravelaw Farm have engaged in a positive 

dialogue to discuss concerns which primarily revolve around increasing pig numbers and the impact 

this will/has had.  Following these discussions, a cordial agreement has been reached between 

Ravelaw Farm and Ravelaw Residents and summarised in a “Memorandum of Understanding: 

Ravelaw Farm & Ravelaw Residents, Version 2, 30 May 2022” which has been signed by all parties 

concerned.  In essence, this agreement says: 

• Ravelaw Farm will withdraw its SEPA application to increase pig numbers and will not in 

future keep more than 2000 pigs within the current Farm Steading footprint. 

• Communication between the Farm and Residents will be improved allowing a flow of 

information both ways.  Ravelaw Farm will endeavour to give advanced warning of activities 

which may impact their amenity.  The residents have undertaken to raise concerns or issues 

directly with the farm in the first instance, giving the farm opportunity to correct the 

situation before escalating to SBC Environmental Health or SEPA. 

• Ravelaw Farm will take all reasonable steps to minimise nuisance and have agreed a range of 

specific operational parameters to this end. 



• Assuming this Planning Application is approved, that the 2000 pigs would be distributed 

across all available sheds and, specifically, the number of pigs kept in the shed closest to the 

Ravelaw Residents would be minimised in order to minimise potential nuisance. 

Given the farm has now returned pig numbers to normal levels and has agreed not to increase 

overall pig numbers in the future, it would seem to be a clearly sensible move to distribute the 

existing pigs around more buildings which will reduce the stocking density.  This will reduce the 

number of pigs in the nearest shed to our properties which will in turn reduce noise and smell and 

generally improve our amenity.  To enable this to happen requires that the farm is able to change 

the use of the building as per Planning Application 22/00576/FUL.  Accordingly, I would like to 

withdraw my previous objection and adopt a neutral stance towards this planning application.  

Should planning consent be approved I would hope that a condition could be incorporated stating 

that the number of pigs housed within the farm steading footprint would never exceed 2000. 

 

I would like to acknowledge that all the residents are extremely grateful for the effort and support 

so far from SBC Environmental Health and wish to advise that the above agreement was made 

without their knowledge at around the time of their consultation response being submitted.  Their 

assessment is accurate but the landscape has changed somewhat with the pig numbers returning to 

sub 2000 and the farm’s undertaking to withdraw the Environmental Permit application and keep 

numbers below the permitting requirement.  I will continue to cooperate with Environmental Health 

during their continued investigation. 



Application Summary 

Application Number: 22/00576/FUL 

Address:  Ravelaw Farm Duns Scottish Borders 

Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building (retrospective) 

Case Officer:  Cameron Kirk 

Resident Details  

Name:    David and Alison McIntosh 

Address:  Ravelaw View, Ravelaw, Duns, TD11 3NQ 

Date:  06/06/2022 

 

Changing Status to Neutral      

Since the residents started talking to the Environmental Health, Scottish Borders Council have 

clarified that planning permission was granted 2011 which enabled Ravelaw Farm to keep pigs in the 

large building closest to the Ravelaw hamlet of 8 properties (less than 100mts from their homes).  

This has caused many nuisances here with residents over the years.  This is not the fault of 

Environmental Health, but it should never have happened and the Ravelaw residents should have 

been able to assume that there would be no pig operations permitted within 400mts of their homes.  

This, however, is a fact we have to live with. 

Since the back end of 2021, there have been unacceptable nuisance impacts from the farm relating 

to the increased numbers of pigs on the farm which are a consequence of the post Brexit impact on 

pig slaughter and processing.   This, combined with planning application 22/00576/FUL and the farm 

also applying for an Environmental Permit to increase pig numbers beyond the current 2000 gave 

rise to a great deal of concern that the farm intended to significantly upscale operations which 

would have been massively detrimental.  As a consequence, the residents have submitted a series of 

strong objections.  Subsequently, the residents and Ravelaw Farm have engaged in a positive 

dialogue to discuss concerns which primarily revolve around increasing pig numbers and the impact 

this will/has had.  Following these discussions, a cordial agreement has been reached between 

Ravelaw Farm and Ravelaw Residents and summarised in a “Memorandum of Understanding: 

Ravelaw Farm & Ravelaw Residents, Version 2, 30 May 2022” which has been signed by all parties 

concerned.  In essence, this agreement says: 

• Ravelaw Farm will withdraw it’s SEPA application to increase pig numbers and will not in 

future keep more than 2000 pigs within the current Farm Steading footprint. 

• Communication between the Farm and Residents will be improved allowing a flow of 

information both ways.  Ravelaw Farm will endeavour to give advanced warning of activities 

which may impact their amenity.  The residents have undertaken to raise concerns or issues 

directly with the farm in the first instance, giving the farm opportunity to correct the 

situation before escalating to SBC Environmental Health or SEPA. 

• Ravelaw Farm will take all reasonable steps to minimise nuisance and have agreed a range of 

specific operational parameters to this end. 



• Assuming this Planning Application is approved, that the 2000 pigs would be distributed 

across all available sheds and, specifically, the number of pigs kept in the shed closest to the 

Ravelaw Residents would be minimised in order to minimise potential nuisance. 

Given the farm has now returned pig numbers to normal levels and has agreed not to increase 

overall pig numbers in the future, it would seem to be a clearly sensible move to distribute the 

existing pigs around more buildings which will reduce the stocking density.  This will reduce the 

number of pigs in the nearest shed to our properties which will in turn reduce noise and smell and 

generally improve our amenity.  To enable this to happen requires that the farm is able to change 

the use of the building as per Planning Application 22/00576/FUL.  Accordingly, I would like to 

withdraw my previous objection and adopt a neutral stance towards this planning application.  

Should planning consent be approved I would hope that a condition could be incorporated stating 

that the number of pigs housed within the farm steading footprint would never exceed 2000. 

We would like to acknowledge that all the residents are extremely grateful for the effort and 

support so far from SBC Environmental Health and wish to advise that the above agreement was 

made without their knowledge at around the time of their consultation response being submitted.  

Their assessment is accurate but the landscape has changed somewhat with the pig numbers 

returning to sub 2000 and the farm’s undertaking to withdraw the Environmental Permit application 

and keep numbers below the permitting requirement.  We will be happy to continue to cooperate 

with Environmental Health during their continued investigation. 

Regards 

David and Alison McIntosh 



Application Summary 

Application Number: 22/00576/FUL 

Address:  Ravelaw Farm Duns Scottish Borders 

Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building (retrospective) 

Case Officer:  Cameron Kirk 

Customer Details  

Name:    Jacqueline Cubitt 

Address: Burnside Lodge, Ravelaw, Duns, TD11 3NQ  

Date:  07/06/2022 

 

Changing Status to Neutral      

Since the residents started talking to the Environmental Health, Scottish Borders Council have 

clarified that planning permission was granted 2011 which enabled Ravelaw Farm to keep pigs in the 

large building closest to the Ravelaw hamlet of 8 properties (less than 100mts from their homes).  

This has caused many nuisances here with residents over the years.  This is not the fault of 

Environmental Health, but it should never have happened and the Ravelaw residents should have 

been able to assume that there would be no pig operations permitted within 400mts of their homes.  

This, however, is a fact we have to live with. 

Since the back end of 2021, there have been unacceptable nuisance impacts from the farm relating 

to the increased numbers of pigs on the farm which are a consequence of the post Brexit impact on 

pig slaughter and processing.   This, combined with planning application 22/00576/FUL and the farm 

also applying for an Environmental Permit to increase pig numbers beyond the current 2000 gave 

rise to a great deal of concern that the farm intended to significantly upscale operations which 

would have been massively detrimental.  As a consequence, the residents have submitted a series of 

strong objections.  Subsequently, the residents and Ravelaw Farm have engaged in a positive 

dialogue to discuss concerns which primarily revolve around increasing pig numbers and the impact 

this will/has had.  Following these discussions, a cordial agreement has been reached between 

Ravelaw Farm and Ravelaw Residents and summarised in a “Memorandum of Understanding: 

Ravelaw Farm & Ravelaw Residents, Version 2, 30 May 2022” which has been signed by all parties 

concerned.  In essence, this agreement says: 

• Ravelaw Farm will withdraw it’s SEPA application to increase pig numbers and will not in 

future keep more than 2000 pigs within the current Farm Steading footprint. 

• Communication between the Farm and Residents will be improved allowing a flow of 

information both ways.  Ravelaw Farm will endeavour to give advanced warning of activities 

which may impact their amenity.  The residents have undertaken to raise concerns or issues 

directly with the farm in the first instance, giving the farm opportunity to correct the 

situation before escalating to SBC Environmental Health or SEPA. 

• Ravelaw Farm will take all reasonable steps to minimise nuisance and have agreed a range of 

specific operational parameters to this end. 



• Assuming this Planning Application is approved, that the 2000 pigs would be distributed 

across all available sheds and, specifically, the number of pigs kept in the shed closest to the 

Ravelaw Residents would be minimised in order to minimise potential nuisance. 

Given the farm has now returned pig numbers to normal levels and has agreed not to increase 

overall pig numbers in the future, it would seem to be a clearly sensible move to distribute the 

existing pigs around more buildings which will reduce the stocking density.  This will reduce the 

number of pigs in the nearest shed to our properties which will in turn reduce noise and smell and 

generally improve our amenity.  To enable this to happen requires that the farm is able to change 

the use of the building as per Planning Application 22/00576/FUL.  Accordingly, I would like to 

withdraw my previous objection and adopt a neutral stance towards this planning application.  

Should planning consent be approved I would hope that a condition could be incorporated stating 

that the number of pigs housed within the farm steading footprint would never exceed 2000. 

 

I would like to acknowledge that all the residents are extremely grateful for the effort and support 

so far from SBC Environmental Health and wish to advise that the above agreement was made 

without their knowledge at around the time of their consultation response being submitted.  Their 

assessment is accurate but the landscape has changed somewhat with the pig numbers returning to 

sub 2000 and the farm’s undertaking to withdraw the Environmental Permit application and keep 

numbers below the permitting requirement.  I will continue to cooperate with Environmental Health 

during their continued investigation. 



Application Summary 

Application Number: 22/00576/FUL 

Address:  Ravelaw Farm Duns Scottish Borders 

Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building (retrospective) 

Case Officer:  Cameron Kirk 

Customer Details  

Name:    N.G & S.E Clark 

Address:  Cyprien, Ravelaw TD11 3NQ 

Date:  7 June 2022 

 

Changing Status to Neutral      

Since the residents started talking to the Environmental Health, Scottish Borders Council have 

clarified that planning permission was granted 2011 which enabled Ravelaw Farm to keep pigs in the 

large building closest to the Ravelaw hamlet of 8 properties (less than 100mts from their homes).  

This has caused many nuisances here with residents over the years.  This is not the fault of 

Environmental Health, but it should never have happened and the Ravelaw residents should have 

been able to assume that there would be no pig operations permitted within 400mts of their homes.  

This, however, is a fact we have to live with. 

Since the back end of 2021, there have been unacceptable nuisance impacts from the farm relating 

to the increased numbers of pigs on the farm which are a consequence of the post Brexit impact on 

pig slaughter and processing.   This, combined with planning application 22/00576/FUL and the farm 

also applying for an Environmental Permit to increase pig numbers beyond the current 2000 gave 

rise to a great deal of concern that the farm intended to significantly upscale operations which 

would have been massively detrimental.  As a consequence, the residents have submitted a series of 

strong objections.  Subsequently, the residents and Ravelaw Farm have engaged in a positive 

dialogue to discuss concerns which primarily revolve around increasing pig numbers and the impact 

this will/has had.  Following these discussions, a cordial agreement has been reached between 

Ravelaw Farm and Ravelaw Residents and summarised in a “Memorandum of Understanding: 

Ravelaw Farm & Ravelaw Residents, Version 2, 30 May 2022” which has been signed by all parties 

concerned.  In essence, this agreement says: 

• Ravelaw Farm will withdraw its SEPA application to increase pig numbers and will not in 

future keep more than 2000 pigs within the current Farm Steading footprint. 

• Communication between the Farm and Residents will be improved allowing a flow of 

information both ways.  Ravelaw Farm will endeavour to give advanced warning of activities 

which may impact their amenity.  The residents have undertaken to raise concerns or issues 

directly with the farm in the first instance, giving the farm opportunity to correct the 

situation before escalating to SBC Environmental Health or SEPA. 

• Ravelaw Farm will take all reasonable steps to minimise nuisance and have agreed a range of 

specific operational parameters to this end. 



• Assuming this Planning Application is approved, that the 2000 pigs would be distributed 

across all available sheds and, specifically, the number of pigs kept in the shed closest to the 

Ravelaw Residents would be minimised in order to minimise potential nuisance. 

Given the farm has now returned pig numbers to normal levels and has agreed not to increase 

overall pig numbers in the future, it would seem to be a clearly sensible move to distribute the 

existing pigs around more buildings which will reduce the stocking density.  This will reduce the 

number of pigs in the nearest shed to our properties which will in turn reduce noise and smell and 

generally improve our amenity.  To enable this to happen requires that the farm is able to change 

the use of the building as per Planning Application 22/00576/FUL.  Accordingly, I would like to 

withdraw my previous objection and adopt a neutral stance towards this planning application.  

Should planning consent be approved I would hope that a condition could be incorporated stating 

that the number of pigs housed within the farm steading footprint would never exceed 2000. 

 

I would like to acknowledge that all the residents are extremely grateful for the effort and support 

so far from SBC Environmental Health and wish to advise that the above agreement was made 

without their knowledge at around the time of their consultation response being submitted.  Their 

assessment is accurate but the landscape has changed somewhat with the pig numbers returning to 

sub 2000 and the farm’s undertaking to withdraw the Environmental Permit application and keep 

numbers below the permitting requirement.  I will continue to cooperate with Environmental Health 

during their continued investigation. 



Comments for Planning Application 22/00576/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 22/00576/FUL

Address: Ravelaw Farm Duns Scottish Borders

Proposal: Erection of agricultural building (retrospective)

Case Officer: Cameron Kirk

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Peter Yeatman

Address: 1 loweswater grove, West Auckland, Bishop Auckland Dl14 9na

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Member of Public

Stance: Customer made comments neither objecting to or supporting the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Privacy of neighbouring properties affec

Comment:Please remove my objections and comments. As I have no more interest in the building

at ravelaw farm



Application Summary 

Application Number: 22/00576/FUL 

Address:  Ravelaw Farm Duns Scottish Borders 

Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building (retrospective) 

Case Officer:  Cameron Kirk 

Customer Details  

Name:    Ross Drummond 

Address: 1 Ravelaw Farm Cottage, Duns, TD11 3NQ 

Date:  7th June, 2022 

 

Changing Status to Neutral      

Since the residents started talking to the Environmental Health, Scottish Borders Council have 

clarified that planning permission was granted 2011 which enabled Ravelaw Farm to keep pigs in the 

large building closest to the Ravelaw hamlet of 8 properties (less than 100mts from their homes).  

This has caused many nuisances here with residents over the years.  This is not the fault of 

Environmental Health, but it should never have happened and the Ravelaw residents should have 

been able to assume that there would be no pig operations permitted within 400mts of their homes.  

This, however, is a fact we have to live with. 

Since the back end of 2021, there have been unacceptable nuisance impacts from the farm relating 

to the increased numbers of pigs on the farm which are a consequence of the post Brexit impact on 

pig slaughter and processing.   This, combined with planning application 22/00576/FUL and the farm 

also applying for an Environmental Permit to increase pig numbers beyond the current 2000 gave 

rise to a great deal of concern that the farm intended to significantly upscale operations which 

would have been massively detrimental.  As a consequence, the residents have submitted a series of 

strong objections.  Subsequently, the residents and Ravelaw Farm have engaged in a positive 

dialogue to discuss concerns which primarily revolve around increasing pig numbers and the impact 

this will/has had.  Following these discussions, a cordial agreement has been reached between 

Ravelaw Farm and Ravelaw Residents and summarised in a “Memorandum of Understanding: 

Ravelaw Farm & Ravelaw Residents, Version 2, 30 May 2022” which has been signed by all parties 

concerned.  In essence, this agreement says: 

• Ravelaw Farm will withdraw it’s SEPA application to increase pig numbers and will not in 

future keep more than 2000 pigs within the current Farm Steading footprint. 

• Communication between the Farm and Residents will be improved allowing a flow of 

information both ways.  Ravelaw Farm will endeavour to give advanced warning of activities 

which may impact their amenity.  The residents have undertaken to raise concerns or issues 

directly with the farm in the first instance, giving the farm opportunity to correct the 

situation before escalating to SBC Environmental Health or SEPA. 

• Ravelaw Farm will take all reasonable steps to minimise nuisance and have agreed a range of 

specific operational parameters to this end. 



• Assuming this Planning Application is approved, that the 2000 pigs would be distributed 

across all available sheds and, specifically, the number of pigs kept in the shed closest to the 

Ravelaw Residents would be minimised in order to minimise potential nuisance. 

Given the farm has now returned pig numbers to normal levels and has agreed not to increase 

overall pig numbers in the future, it would seem to be a clearly sensible move to distribute the 

existing pigs around more buildings which will reduce the stocking density.  This will reduce the 

number of pigs in the nearest shed to our properties which will in turn reduce noise and smell and 

generally improve our amenity.  To enable this to happen requires that the farm is able to change 

the use of the building as per Planning Application 22/00576/FUL.  Accordingly, I would like to 

withdraw my previous objection and adopt a neutral stance towards this planning application.  

Should planning consent be approved I would hope that a condition could be incorporated stating 

that the number of pigs housed within the farm steading footprint would never exceed 2000. 

 

I would like to acknowledge that all the residents are extremely grateful for the effort and support 

so far from SBC Environmental Health and wish to advise that the above agreement was made 

without their knowledge at around the time of their consultation response being submitted.  Their 

assessment is accurate but the landscape has changed somewhat with the pig numbers returning to 

sub 2000 and the farm’s undertaking to withdraw the Environmental Permit application and keep 

numbers below the permitting requirement.  I will continue to cooperate with Environmental Health 

during their continued investigation. 


